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Words from Mayor

Çankaya is the outward-opening door of Turkey.

We are the number one municipality of Turkey which most 
cooperates with different countries and cultures. We believe 
that all kinds of prejudice will disappear as people, societies and 
countries know each other better. Therefore, we acknowledge it a 
humanitarian responsibility to actualize solidarity, collaboration 
and cooperation in every field of life. 

We build a new urban management understanding and next 
generation municipalism in Çankaya with our activities in every 
sphere of life. New Generation Municipalism has three components: 
efficient governance, qualified service and modern city.

Our main objectives are to improve the quality of life for Çankaya 
residents through strengthening the neighborhoods, improving 
the environments, parks and recreational areas, cultivating civic 
celebrations and cultural activities; to maintain fiscal responsibility 
through effectively managing the public’s money; to modernize 
and improve service delivery infrastructure. While achieving these 
objectives, our main principles are social inclusion, gender equality 
and public participation in decision making.

In the footsteps of Atatürk, the founder of our country who reunited 
us with the modern world, we strive with an understanding which 
is based on universal human rights and which has internalized the 
fundamental principles and values of the left.

We believe in the heart that the activities we perform will contribute 
to humanity.  

Alper TAŞDELEN
Mayor of Çankaya  
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HEALTHY ENVIRONMENTS FOR CHILDREN 

Çankaya Municipality acts with an approach that combines the 
authorization, duty and responsibility bestowed upon by the laws 
in environment protection and fight against climate change with the 
requirements of the contemporary age we are in. Delivering waste 
management, noise control and pollution control services granted to 
the municipalities with authority, duty and responsibilities, Çankaya 
Municipality makes modest steps in the field of fight against climate 
change and follows the requirements of the contemporary age. 

Being one of the pioneer municipalities in Turkey in the field of 
recycling, Çankaya Municipality works in the fields of packaging 
wastes, batteries, waste oils, electronic wastes, increases the amount 
of the collected waste by means of seasonal campaigns, and aims at 
making people conscious on this matter and expanding environment 
protection. Collected wastes are first separated, then recycled 
and disposed of. Recycling should be regarded as fight against 
environmental pollution on one hand, and on the other hand, it pays 
off as an economic saving and nature protection movement by the 
reuse of raw materials. 

Çankaya Municipality’s steps in the fields of recycling and waste are 
at the same time a social project. Some of the waste collectors, who 
are very common in Turkey, working on the streets under dangerous 
conditions without insurance, are attempted to be incorporated 
in the municipality’s waste collection system, thus both the waste 
collection business is made more systematic and this social wound 
in this working system is attempted to be healed. 

Çankaya Municipality won the Healthy Cities Best Practice Award 
with its “Integration of Street Collectors into the System” project 
which had been an example to Turkey…

Çankaya Municipality, which is an active member of the Healthy 
Cities Association, won an award in the Healthy Cities Best Practice 
Award Contest in 2016.

The project of Çankaya Municipality entitled as “Integration of 
Street Collectors into the System” which realized as a first in Turkey, 
was awarded in Healthy Environment Category of the contest 
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which 100 projects from 34 member municipalities evaluated by the 
jury assembled under the chairmanship of Prof. Dr. Ruşen Keleş, 
Acedemic Member of Ankara University Faculty of Political Science.

In the competition, 28 projects from the social responsibility 
category, 20 from the healthy urban planning category, 31 projects 
from the healthy living category and 21 projects from the healthy 
environment category were evaluated by the jury and Çankaya 
Municipality’s project that envisaged the integration of street 
collectors into solid waste management system was selected as the 
best practice example in the environment category.
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Çankaya Municipality, working to keep the life in the district within 
the sustainable limits with respect to noise and pollution control 
and to prevent opposing effects in this field, continues auditing and 
surveillance activities in these fields. 
One of the activities that Çankaya Municipality pays great 
importance in fight against environmental pollution is the 
awareness works. Working with the schools in the district in this 
field, Çankaya Municipality organizes campaigns focusing on 
instilling environment conscious to the youngest Çankaya dwellers. 

In addition to environment protection, control and waste 
management works, Çankaya Municipality works in the field of 
fight against climate change. Having signed the Covenant of Mayors, 
which is geographically the most comprehensive agreement towards 
local managements, Çankaya Municipality prepares the Sustainable 
Energy Action Plan, which is a requirement of this covenant. As 
per this covenant, Çankaya Mayor Mr. Alper Taşdelen undertakes 
not to increase the carbon footstep and decrease it one fourth and 
organize all future activities accordingly.
Being in search of alternates within the framework of this 
commitment, Çankaya Municipality joined in European Cycling 
Challenge aiming at expanding bicycle usage towards a clean 
transportation and carried out tree planting works by organizing 
Climate Diplomacy Day. Apart from these, a symbolic wind tunnel 
was commissioned at the largest park of the district and the Seed 
Exchange Festival aiming at preserving local seeds was realized. 

In its quest for alternate means and cooperation in fight against 
climate change, Çankaya Municipality joined in the SymbioCity 
training program co-organized by Swedish International Center 
for Local Democracy (ICLD) and Swedish Association of Local 
Authorities and Regions (SALAR), and developed participative 
urban planning project based on energy efficiency.
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RECYCLING SERVICES 
Çankaya Municipality carries out works for realizing methods, 
which have been developed to prevent solid wastes to damage 
environment and human health, by approaching comprehensively 
to waste and recycling concepts. Within the scope of solid waste 
management, organic wastes, package wastes, waste batteries 
and accumulators, vegetal oil wastes, waste electric and electronic 
devices are collected at source, separated, recycled or disposed of 
finally. 

Packaging Wastes 
Within the scope of “Packaging Waste Management Plan” prepared 
by Ministry of Environment and Urban Planning, Çankaya Recycling 
Project which includes 124 neighborhoods has been completed. In 
the scope of this project, 1650 ea of recycling bins/containers have 
been placed across the district and wastes are collected by means of 
36 vehicles.

With the Packaging Waste Recycling Project, the packaging wastes 
(paper-cardboard, glass, metal, plastic, composite etc.) are collected 
separately at the source i.e. at houses, public offices, private 
workplaces and schools, and picked-up separately from the garbage 
by licensed firms distinguished and recycled according to their 
types and transferred to the related industry organizations in order 
to obtain new products. In Çankaya, 30,961 tons of packaging waste 
have been collected and sent to recycling facilities in 2016. Thanks 
to this project, 17,389,090 TRY, which is equivalent of the packaging 
waste that was collected in 2016, has been saved.
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IN  2016;
	With the recycling of paper and paper composites, 328 

million liters of water and 210,603 trees were saved, 

	With glass waste recycling, 402 tons of CO2 emission was 
prevented,

	With plastic waste recycling, 7 million liters of fuel was 
prevented from consumption,

	With the recycling of paper, paper composites, glass and 
plastic wastes, 149,384 MWh of electricity was saved in 
total.

Battery and Accumulator Wastes 
Pursuant to the Regulation on the Control of Battery and Accumulator 
Wastes, battery waste collection points were formed for the 
battery manufacturers to collect battery and accumulator wastes. 
Waste battery collection boxes were placed at Çankaya Houses, 
constabulary points, 
m a n a g e m e n t 
units of large 
housing complexes, 
g o v e r n m e n t a l 
housing complexes 
and schools within the 
borders of the district.  
The collection points, 
where the citizens can 
bring battery wastes, 
have been announced 
on the Municipality’s 
web page. 

Vegetable Oil Wastes 

Çankaya Municipality has been encouraging work places and 
dwellings in its authority and responsibility territories to keep the 
waste vegetable oil, which is used in their kitchens, and to deliver such 
oil wastes to related companies which are licensed by the Ministry 
of Environment and 
Urbanization, and 
carries out necessary 
works and efforts to 
sign contracts with 
such companies. In 
the year 2016, 505,579 
kg of vegetable 
oil waste has been 
collected in Çankaya, 
and accordingly 
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contribution has been achieved to environmental protection by 
preventing such wastes from being disposed at the garbage and 
the lavatories. In addition, with recycling oil wastes to bio-diesel 
reduction in the use of fossil fuel was achieved. Eventually, added 
value was created. 

Electrical and Electronic Devices Wastes 

The electronic and electrical appliances, which are broken, fractured, 
damaged, cannot be repaired or used and not valuable for their 
users any more, are collected from the addresses by the Municipality 
within the scope of a program. Additionally, there are 3 containers 
in different regions of Çankaya, where the citizens can drop their 
small e-wastes. In 2016, 9,906 kg of e-waste was collected within the 
borders of Çankaya Municipality. 
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Project for Integrating Street Collectors into the System 

Recycling of waste materials for the purpose of reusing caused 
the emergence of a new economic sector: street collectors. Having 
emerged as a result of immigration and problems existing in Turkey 
such as unemployment, education etc., street collecting has become 
more complex socially with the participation of Afghani and Syrian 
immigrant within the last two years. It is a known fact that there are 
more than 2 thousand street collectors actively collecting wastes in 
Çankaya District without occupational safety and health.

With the purpose of decreasing amount of packaging waste collected 
off the record and establishing a cleaner, healthier and sustainable 
waste collection system, the street collectors, which are under a 
special group living in Ankara that need special policy, have been 
integrated in the collection system of the Municipality. 
Accordingly, Çankaya Municipality assumed a bridge mission 
between the street collectors and licensed waste collector companies. 
With this project, the street collectors became the contractual 
employees with social security of the firms that signed contract with 
the Municipality. 
As a result of the negotiations within the scope of this project, 
Bahçelievler neighborhood has been selected as the first pilot region 
due to socioeconomic level, settlement area and large number of 
street collectors. Before being admitted in the pilot region works, 
the identified persons were provided with occupational safety and 
human relations trainings. The cart of the street collectors, who 
completed such trainings, was made compliant to the regulation 
and they started to work with overalls carrying municipality logo. 
With this project, it is aimed at preventing the health risks caused 
by the dispersion of packaging wastes, which are not separated 
at the source, to the surrounding areas while being collected by 
the street collectors. Rough, noisy and unruly-unhealthy waste 
collection threatens not only the public health but also the health of 
street animals. The waste storage by street collectors also threatens 
environmental health. Removal of these negativities or reducing in 
part will provide improvement for the benefit of waste collectors, 
their families and other living beings. Integrating the street collectors 
employed at the pilot region with the system and their adaptation to 
the regular working life is ensured by means of this project. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

Noise Control and Inspection 

Environmental noise 
originating from 
constructional activities 
in or near the housing 
sites or noise originating 
from generators, 
cooling ventilators, air 
conditionings, pressure 
tanks, air channels, 
compressors, ventilation 
motors, etc. in work places 
are measured regularly or 

irregularly or in attempt to satisfy citizens’ complaints in accordance 
with relevant regulations.
Thus, it is aimed at continuing with the urban life regularly. 

Controlling Air Pollution Resulting from Heating

The authority to control pollution resulting 
from heating has been granted to Çankaya 
Municipality in accordance with the 
communique notified by the Ministry of 
Environment and Urbanization to the Ankara 
Governorship and Provincial Directorate of 
Environment and Urbanization. Accordingly, 
the coal sales warehouses within the borders 
of the district are inspected and low quality 
products are prevented from being offered to 
sale. 

Environment Control and Surveillance 
Activities of Environment 
Control Teams;
• inspection for all kinds 

of pollutants such as 
illegal excavation soil, 
construction waste etc., 

• environment safety 
measures and 
occupancy inspection for 
constructions,

• inspecting construction 
working hours,

• Building demolishment inspection 
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TRAINING AND INFORMATION WORKS 
Various trainings are organized with the purposes of encouraging 
environmental protection and recycling, making people aware of 
the environment and sustainability, and establishing a collection 
system that can be a model for the city. With the Promotion and 
Training Works for Collecting Separately at Source Practice, a 
detailed promotion and announcement work is carried out in order 
to promote participation of the dwellers in regions, where the new 
collection system is applied in addition to organizing Housing and 
Group Meetings with dwellers, parcel and block managers at the 
pre-determined date and time in regions, where the practice is 
expanded and introductory works are to be repeated. Educative 
films and slides related to recycling and reuse are showed to the 
students and teachers with the cooperation of Çankaya Municipality, 
Çankaya District Directorate of National Education and authorized 
organizations. 

Trainings and awareness-raising activities are carried out by experts 
for various groups such as kindergarten, elementary, secondary, 
high school and university students, teachers, apartment caretakers 
and managers, housekeepers at institutions and hotels on subjects 
that packaging wastes (glass, metal, plastic, paper-cardboard, 
composite etc.), vegetable oil wastes, waste batteries, waste electrical 
and electronic appliances should be collected separately from other 
wastes, the places, where such collected wastes can be dropped off, 
recycling processes of the collected wastes and the importance of 
recycling. These works are supported with visual materials such as 
booklets, posters, environment books series, seed cards etc. Besides 
training seminars, our Municipality organizes campaigns, theater 
plays, fairs, contests, technical tours, world environment day 
activities in order to promote environment awareness. 

Communication means such as printed press and social media are 
actively used to have the separate collection at source practice work 
healthily. In addition to these means, necessary data are published 
in detail in the Çankaya Municipality’s web page open to the public. 

CLIMATE and ENERGY WORKS 

Covenant of Mayors 

Çankaya Municipality 
joined in the Covenant 
of Mayors , which was 
initiated to support 
the efforts of local 
administrations in 
implementation of 
sustainable energy 
polities under “European 
Union Climate and 
Energy Package” adopted 
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by European Union in 2008, with the signature of Alper Taşdelen, 
the Mayor of Çankaya, on the Earth Day, on April 22, 2015. 

Signed by 6,297 municipalities in Europe from Orsomarso town with 
a population of 1298 in Italy to Paris with a population of 2 million 
265 thousand, and touching the lives of 200 million Europeans with 
this respect and being the most comprehensive covenant in the field 
of local administrations, the aim of the Covenant of Mayors has 
been determined as reducing the carbon dioxide emission by at least 
20% until 2020. Çankaya’s Mayor Alper Taşdelen committed 25% 
reduction with the signature he subscribed. 

Pursuant to the covenant, “Sustainable Energy Action Plan” will 
be prepared with the local stakeholders after the signatures are 
executed and all fields of the municipality will be reviewed from this 
perspective before being implemented. Additionally, reduction will 
be realized in accordance with the actions stipulated in this plan. 

 European Cycling Challenge

Organized by the Municipality of Bologna in Italy, European Cycling 
Challenge was realized with the participation of 39 cities from 15 
countries in 2015 with the aim of encouraging use of bicycles in daily 
life and reducing carbon dioxide amount emitted to the atmosphere.  
Çankaya Municipality joined this activity which was started first in 
2012, as the first from Turkey in its fourth year in 2015. 

26,020 participants pedaled 2,487,258 km in 2015 in ECC, where 
the rides carried out during the month of May are collected and 
accordingly the rankings are decided. Çankaya Municipality saved 
6,800 kg of carbon from being emitted to the atmosphere with 33,823 
km pedaled. 

The total figure turned out to be 3,969,581 km in 2016. A total of 52 
cities joined European Cycling Challenge in 2016, in which Çankaya 
Municipality took part for the second time. 

Climate Diplomacy Day 

Çankaya Municipality organized an activity called “My Friend, 
Tree” in Kuğulupark, one of the symbol places of the city, along 
with the German Embassy in order to draw attention to global 
warming and climate change and related environmental problems. 
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Being organized on the 
International Climate 
Diplomacy Day, 
within the scope of 
the activity, mini 
surveys, short 
training sessions 
were carried out 
with people, and 300 
blue spruce seedlings 
were granted to 
Çankaya residents 
along with informatory 
booklets and certificates. Again, 
under this activity, a symbolic blue spruce seedling was planted in 
Kuğulupark. 

“Creating a New Model for Municipalities –Developing a 
participatory method for energy efficiency at the local level”

Çankaya Municipality and Bursa/ Nilüfer Municipality participated 
in the “Enabling Local Democracy by SmbioCity Approach and 
Comprehensive Urban Planning” training, which was co-organized 
by Swedish International Center for Local Democracy (ICLD) and 
Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions (SALAR), 
and admitted only two municipalities from Turkey. With the 
SymbioCity approach, where the sustainable urban development 
concept in pointed out, Çankaya Municipality formed an awareness 
project based on participation towards energy efficiency and started 
energy efficiency works within this framework across the Çankaya 
district. 

Aimed at energy efficiency awareness based on citizen participation, 
this project has been finalized following a training period of 18 
months. 

Seed Exchange Festival 

“Seed Exchange Festival”, which brings farmers together and 
aims at reproducing paternity seeds by means of exchanging, was 
realized at Çankaya 
M u n i c i p a l i t y 
Building in these 
days where 
the companies 
dominate the field 
of food. In today’s 
world, where it 
is getting more 
and more difficult 
to find healthy 
seeds, exchange 
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of hundreds of seeds obtained from different plants, which have 
adapted to the ecosystem of the region they grow in, was enabled 
among the producers. Aimed at expanding traditional seeds, 
healthy food and preventing carbon emission resulting from transfer 
following production, this festival will be repeated by Çankaya 
Municipality.

Wind Turbine Construction 

In its search for renewable 
energy, Çankaya 
Municipality placed the 
wind turbine, which was 
built by the Municipality’s 
own resources, to the 
largest park of the district, 
Ahlatlıbel Atatürk Sports 
and Recreational Facilities. 
This turbine symbolizes 

renewable, clean energy 
quest. 

Biological Ponds 
Çankaya Municipality built biological ponds to three important 
parks with a view that cares urban aesthetics in consideration of the 
importance of water in fight against climate change. Being capable 
of cleaning itself with the materials available inside it, these ponds 
serves both to the city aesthetics and water saving as it uses the same 
water over and over. Çankaya Municipality was awarded prizes for 
its biological ponds by the Healthy Cities Association of Turkey. 
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